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Dear Congresswoman Brown:

This is in reply to your letter of March 1, 199 ,in which yoti.inquired on·'
behalf of your constituent, Wayne A. Smith, re arding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the·Commis ion's Rules' governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your consti tilent. is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
signi ficant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 ~1Hz,

the quality o'f communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final'
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincer'ely,

~~S)<f~
Richa~. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & f>1icro,"ave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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CORRINE BROWN
30 ·DIST~ICT. FLORioA

M~rc.n ,1 , 199:3.

Chief 'Legislative Liaison
Federal Communication Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington" DC 20554

Dear Sir:

I would Qeeply appr~ciate your attention to the issues raised
in the enclosed ·letter·from my constituent, Mr. Wayrie,A. Smith. I
would like to advise Mr. Smith about 'what may be properiy done in
this matter. Please send your response to my district office in
Jacksonville at 815 S. Main Street, Suite 275, Jacksonville,
Florida 32207.

Sincerely,

Corrine Brown

CB:eg
Enclosure
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January 24, 1993

:Wayne. A~Sin·~t.h

8024 Orlando Ave.
Jackeonville, FL 32208

Honorabl~ Congre~sman Michael. Bilirakis
4111 Lanctof Lakes. Boulevard
Sl,dte 306'
Land of Lakes, Fl 34639

Dear Congressman Bilirakis,
·1 am writing you about a proposed rule change und~r

consideration by the F.C.C .. The changes are listed under
PR Docket 92-235.

I have been an avid"model airp~ane enthusiast since my
childhood. As a father,· I introduced my"6 children to the
modeling hobby. My two sons· and i still get togeth~r on
Sundays for a day of flying and a get together of our
families. This is a ·family oriented hobby that has proven a
great joy to myself and my family for over 50 years.
This activity has proven to be one of the most rewarding
experiences of my life. In addition to enjoying all the many
facets of constructing and flying model aircraft, the fact
that my family still gets together every Sunday for a day of
flying has kept our family close over the years and been a
great source of joy for me.

I am also a club member of the Tampa Radio Control Aircraft
Club. Not only are we a valuable source for the mon~toring of
the many safety aspects relating to our hobby, but we also
are quite active in our community. Every year we are a big
participant in the childrens festival at the University of
South Florida. We also have" Field Days" at our site fo::.- the
Boy Scouts, Big Brothers, as well as handicapped and
disadvantaged children. Our club is certainly not unique when
it comes to community activities and combined with the over
200 clubs located in the state, we are a small but valuable
asset to our state.

The proposed rule change being considered by the F.C.C. will
have a profound effect on the continuation of this wonderful
hobby of model aviation. Our radio control frequencies are in
the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used private
land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.
"Now the F.C.C. wants to create more land mobile frequenc1es
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio frequencies and cause interference
to radio control operat10ns. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radlo control
Illodel airplanea. only 19 frequenci •.=!:3. will be left 1£ the.s,,,,
new rules are adopted.
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Over the 50 y~ars I have b~~n ~s~oc;a£e~ with thi$·radio
controlle~ hobb~~ 'the ·F.C.C. ha& cla~si£ied our use of
frequencies as ~econdal'y to comm:ercial acti v i ties. ' Due to
this fact, the mode.ling industry and mode~ers have had to
change frequency us~. numel,"'ous 'tJIl\,es. du~ ... to the F. C. C. .
alI6wi~~commer~i~r,6rp~ima~~ trequ~ncy users to compromise
or int~rfere,with t~e fr~q~~nci~s the F.C.~..had given to us.
Although the modeling ~ridustry, the Academy 6£ Model .
Aeronautic~~ the Spprt Flyers Ass6ciation and the m6deling
members have tried to hav~ 'the F.G.C. classlfyour use of the
frequencies from secondary to primary, the F.C.C. has failed
to act upon this request and has left our frequency use ae
secondary to prim~ry or com~ercial use.

This has cost the modeling industry and modeling me~bers

milliions of dollars over the years in petitioning the F.G.C.
for di£ferent frequencies, changing the radio controlled
equipment, and the cost of all these changes has been at the
expense and safety of the modeling community and the
spectators that also enjoy this hobby.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders as well as the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the F.G.G., the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be reduced.

Please understand that many models have wingspans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 55 pounds. The models themselves
are expensive to build; but to be blunt, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events where
hundreds of participants and spectators are present. We need
the full use of our entire complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it wise of the F.C.C. to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radiO control modelers. The F.C.C.,in its
infinite Wisdom, has failed to classify the modeling industry
as pr~mary users of these frequencies even though
interference caused by primary users, in this case land
mobile radio users, could cause the loss of radio-control
to our aircraft which are capable of speeds in excess of 200
M.P.H. and weigh as much as 55 pounds. If the F.C.C.
cons~ders the interference to one of our radio-controlled
aircraft which is capable of property damage, injury, etc.
secondary to the use of a land mobile radio user such asa
pager, beeper, etc. which cannot cause any property damage,
injury,etc. then I think our Congressmen and Senators should
.sLep ~ nand insure the sa£et y of per sons and proper t y 01- the
persons Lhey represent by havlng the F.G.C. designate our
frequency u.se as primary users and not secondary.

TI,.c> l.c.bby c.£ n,(.del a·.,,·~.'it_l():-I is a multl-mililon dollar



. ~." .' 1'. • . -:" " ". o •• ' • ~ ....

, .

. ".

il1du:stry. We have over' 10' hob'by :eh,~p8' t~at are eUPflorted, by
modelers in the Tampa area alone. The attendant rise in
the cost of radio equipment that can operate safely under the
new proposals will result in equipment prices that will be
beyond the' means of the' average modeler. The new proposals
will, force, thoueanqs Of' mod'elers out of the hobby with a'll
the attendant losses being suftered by hobby shops, ,
distributors and manufacturers. In these troubled times, ~~

must not allow the collapse of this wonderful hobby,whichhas
ser~ed Ug so well with all the outstanding role models and
good deeds performed by its' participants.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72
- 76 MHz band and to change the status of our use from
secondary to primary frequency use thereby insuring that
there will not be any frequency interference problems in the
future.


